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Abstract

This study aimed to assess the knowledge, attitudes, and practices of the Department of
Livestock Development (DLD) officers regarding avian influenza in poultry and analyze the factors
associated with these variables. This cross-sectional descriptive research collected data from 283
DLD officers involved in avian influenza surveillance and control using a questionnaire validated
by experts for content validity. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, chi-square
tests, and Spearman's rank correlation coefficients.

The results showed that most officers had excellent knowledge about avian influenza
(81.98%), highly positive attitudes towards disease prevention (92.93%), and a high level of
compliance with disease control measures (84.75%). Personal factors, including gender, age,
education level, job position, and work experience, were not significantly associated with
knowledge, attitudes, or practices (p > 0.05). However, knowledge, attitudes, and practices had
low to moderate positive correlations, with attitudes having the strongest relationship with
practices (r = 0.436, p < 0.05).

The findings suggest that DLD officers have relatively good knowledge, attitudes, and
practices regarding avian influenza prevention and control, but there are still some gaps that need
improvement. Key recommendations include fostering positive attitudes towards disease
prevention alongside providing knowledge, managing various environmental factors that support
work performance, such as adequate budget, personnel, and equipment, and establishing clear
operational guidelines. This study has some limitations, such as using self-reported data and cross-
sectional relationship analysis. Future studies should employ diverse measurement methods and
longitudinally track relationships to obtain more in-depth and comprehensive data for developing

measures to enhance personnel capacity in preventing avian influenza.

Keywords: knowledge, attitudes, practices, Department of Livestock Development officers, avian

influenza
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